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SIERRA ARCHITECTURE Q&As 
 

Q:  What architectural projects require board approval? 

A:  The Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions, Article II, and the Architectural Control 

Policy both define and provide supporting detail related to those projects which require 

board approval.  http://www.sierracountryclub.net/data/_uploaded/file/Brenda/CCRs-

website%20%2803-24-17%29.pdf 

 

The following projects within the plat of Sierra must be approved by the board prior to 

project start unless otherwise noted: 

1. All EXTERIOR architectural projects requiring an Island County building permit 

including but not limited to garages, outbuildings, or additions to existing structures 

a. Interior remodels DO NOT require board approval, but may require a building permit 

https://www.islandcountywa.gov/Planning/Pages/Building.aspx 

b. If a construction container, construction dumpster, or portable restroom is used during 

an INTERIOR remodel project, a Project Completion Agreement (PCA) for the 

CONTAINER ONLY must be submitted to the board prior to the placement and use of 

these temporary structures on the subject property 

http://www.sierracountryclub.net/data/_uploaded/Architecture/PROJECT%20COMPLET

ION%20AGREEMENT%20fillable%20%2810-29-20%29.pdf 

2. New fences or decks 

a. Repair, maintenance, or replacement of EXISTING fences or decks using the same or 

similar materials, and within their original footprint DO NOT require board approval 

b. Additional fencing projects that DO NOT require board approval: 

i. Garden fencing used to temporarily protect single trees or plants 

ii. Fencing for small gardens that do not exceed 100 square feet per lot (6 foot height 

restriction applies) 

iii. Garden or other fencing that is not visible from the street or by any neighbor 

c. Extensions, changes in materials, or projects that are not retained within their existing 

footprint require board approval 

3. New trellises, gazebos, and shade structures 

a. Repair or maintenance of EXISTING structures DOES NOT require board approval 

b. If an Island County building permit is required to replace existing trellises, shade 

structures, or gazebos, BOARD APPROVAL IS REQUIRED.   

c. Board approval may not be required if the structure is replaced using the same or 

similar materials in the existing footprint IF A BUILDING PERMIT IS NOT REQUIRED.  

Contact the Architecture Director for confirmation prior to the start of the project. 

4. NEW or REPLACEMENT pre-built (“Tuff Shed” or other brand) or custom-built sheds 

a. Pre-built and custom-built sheds may not exceed outbuilding height restrictions of 15 

feet or less 

b. Repair or maintenance of pre-built or custom-built sheds DOES NOT require board 

approval 

http://www.sierracountryclub.net/data/_uploaded/file/Brenda/CCRs-website%20%2803-24-17%29.pdf
http://www.sierracountryclub.net/data/_uploaded/file/Brenda/CCRs-website%20%2803-24-17%29.pdf
https://www.islandcountywa.gov/Planning/Pages/Building.aspx
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Q:  If the property has a downslope, can a fence be taller than six feet on the downhill 

side? 

A:  The fence may be stepped down to follow the grade, but CANNOT be taller than six feet on 

the downhill side measured from the ground where that section of fencing is placed. 

 

Q:  Is board approval required for landscaping (trees, shrubs, hedges, or other 

plantings)? 

A:  Board approval is NOT required for landscaping projects as long as trees, shrubs, hedges, 

or other plantings are maintained at SIX FEET IN HEIGHT or less 

 

Q:  Is there a time when construction can start and end? 

A:  Construction may commence at 7:00 am and must conclude by 7:00 pm OR DUSK, 

whichever is earliest. 

 

Q:  Is board approval required for hardscaping projects (concrete driveways, pathways, 

sidewalks, asphalt, stone pavers, decorative boulders, etc)?   

A:  Board approval is NOT required for hardscaping projects as long as there is not a 

requirement for an Island County permit. 

 

Q:  Are there situations where a variance is provided? 

A:  If the “board deems a policy places undue restraint at a particular site,” a variance may be 

granted following written application by the homeowner 

http://www.sierracountryclub.net/data/_uploaded/Architecture/ARCHITECTURAL%20CON

TROL%20POLICY%20%28website%2010-29-20%29.pdf 
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