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OBSTRUCTED MARINE VIEWS POLICY 
 
 

Approved by the Board of Directors: Jan 17, 2001; Apr 21, 2004; Dec 9, 2019; Mar 17, 2021 
 
Purpose:  This policy provides supporting detail related to Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions 
Article II, Section 7 - Trees, Shrubbery, and Plantings. 
 
1. Sierra’s Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions, Article II, Section 7 states: 

“No trees, shrubbery, or plantings of any kind in excess of six feet in height which obstruct the 
marine view from another owner’s residence shall be placed, planted or maintained on any of the 
property, nor shall any such tree, hedge, shrub, or planting be allowed to grow in excess of such 
height, without written permission of the board of directors; provided that nothing in this covenant 
shall be deemed to apply to the mature Douglas Firs in their original location on the property.” 

 
2. Furthermore, the following clarifications apply: 

a. Trees protected by the covenants, and therefore exempted from the six (6) foot height 
restriction, include any Douglas Fir trees present at the time the Sierra Country Club community 
was established and covenants were enacted in 1968.  See the Procedures section below 
related to determining if a Douglas Fir tree is exempt. 

b. The six (6) foot restriction does not apply to trees, shrubbery, and plantings which do not block 
the marine view of another Sierra member.  

c. Any tree, shrubbery or planting cuttings and/or debris shall be mulched or removed from a 
property in order to reduce the fire hazard and nuisance for neighbors. 

 
Important Note:  The board will not unilaterally require trees or other vegetation to be maintained at six 
(6) feet.  A Sierra member must notify the board if his/her marine view is being obstructed by trees or 
other vegetation. 
 
3. Procedures: 

a. A Sierra member whose marine view is obstructed by another member’s trees, shrubbery, or 
plantings is encouraged to first contact the other member directly in order to resolve the issue.   
Note:  The board cannot provide members other members’ phone or email address, but can 
provide a mailing address since that is a matter of public record. 

b. If direct contact is not possible or is unsuccessful, the member shall submit a complaint to the 
board of directors as outlined in the Covenants Enforcement and Fines Policy. 

c. Once the complaint is received by the board, a board member shall schedule time to meet with 
the complainant in order to verify the marine view obstruction and determine which trees or 
other vegetation is causing the obstruction. 

d. If the board determines an enforceable marine view obstruction violation exists, the board will 
notify the member of the violation according to the Covenants Enforcement and Fines Policy.  

e. If a Douglas Fir tree is involved in the marine view obstruction, a variety of methods may be 
used to determine if the tree may have existed at the time Sierra was first developed in 1968, 
which may qualify it for exemption from the 6-foot height restriction.  These methods include, but 
are not limited to: 

I. Member historical photos or other documentation. 
II. Historical photos, including aerial photos using the Washington State Department of 

Ecology shoreline viewer:  https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/shorephotoviewer/  
and 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gisresources/shoreline_photos/yr1970/fullsize/ISL0677_175.jpg 

III. Measurement of the tree to determine the estimated age such as those described on 
http://www.enataitrees.com/estimating-tree-age. 
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