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President’s Message by Brenda Dewey 

Thanks for a great annual meeting January 27.  Participation and in-
put from our members are appreciated at the annual meeting and 
throughout the year.  At the meeting, we held elections for three 
board vacancies.  I’m happy to introduce two brand new board mem-
bers:  Glen Kitzmann and Kristi Lovelady.  Rich Volk filled our third 
board vacancy by agreeing to serve another three years.  The annual 
audit waiver passed with 97% of the votes agreeing to waive the au-
dit.  The annual meeting minutes and presentation are posted at: 
http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Annual_Meeting.  The annual 
finance reports and a new Reserve Summary (explaining the 2017 
reserve study) are posted at:  http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/
Finance.   

Fire safety and emergency preparedness will be among the associa-
tion’s priorities this year.  The newly formed Disaster Preparedness 
Committee has been working hard on ways to help the community 
prepare for disasters. Please be sure to read the article about the 
“Big One” and the committee’s introduction of “Map Your Neighbor-
hood” to Sierra.  We held a hands-only CPR and AED training ses-
sion March 31, and have two more events scheduled this Spring: 

 
Saturday, April 14 at 1:30 - 3:00 PM: 

Whidbey Island Earthquakes - What to Expect, How to Prepare 

This 45 minute documentary describes the science behind earth-
quakes, the fascinating story of the Cascadia Fault and its devastat-
ing history, advice on how to prepare for the next big earthquake, as 
well as what it will take to recover. The film will be followed by a Q & 
A session led by Robert Elphick, a retired geophysicist and the film’s 
director.  There will be free refreshments, a raffle with prizes, and al-
so surprises. So bring your family, friends, and all your questions 
about earthquakes on Whidbey Island.  

Saturday, May 5:  Annual Neighborhood Clean-up,  
Hot Dog & Beer Lunch and Wildfire Prevention Day 

10:00 AM - help with neighborhood trash pick-up or sprucing up the 
clubhouse grounds. 

12 noon - attend a hot dog and beer lunch 

12:30 PM - participate in a Firewise workshop and brush/tree trim-

ming demonstration to learn how to reduce the risk of wildfire on your 

property and in the community.  

http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Annual_Meeting
http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Finance
http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Finance
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WATER by Glen Kitzmann 
Having just been elected to the Board in January and accepting the water manager role, I have 
been spending a lot of time trying to get educated about our water system.    This includes re-
searching answers to various questions from residents.  I appreciate your patience as I become 
more familiar with our water system. 
 
We have formed a water committee that includes several residents with knowledge of our sys-
tem.    There are several areas we have decided to address to make sure our system works as 
smoothly as possible, and to help us plan and budget for needed repairs.  We plan to put togeth-
er a more comprehensive maintenance schedule to coordinate with King Water.  We also plan to 
update and expand our list of equipment and infrastructure to help us plan for replacement of 
items and projected costs. One area is the water mains that feed the neighborhood.  We want to 
make sure these are in good working order and create a phased in plan to replace them in future 
years.  This could help keep us from having a major dues increase or implementing an assess-
ment. 
 
Many of you have noticed that the water has had an increased hardness level for several months.  
We have worked with King Water and determined that the softeners are in need of some major 
repairs and maintenance work.  King Water is ordering the parts and as soon as the work is 
scheduled I will put out an e-mail to let you know when that will be done. 
 
In early March, a construction crew accidentally broke a water line causing us to shut off the wa-
ter without advanced notice.   Emergency shut-off rarely needs to happen, but this incident 
brought to light our need to have a way to notify residents more quickly.   So, the board will be 
implementing the use of an automated calling system for future notifications.  
 
Last, as spring and summer approach and we have better weather, keep an eye open for water 
running in the ditches when it has not been raining.  If you see something that looks like it could 
be a water leak please call George Rush or me and let us know so we can investigate.  It is hard 
to identify leaks in the system when it has been raining and the ground is wet, but as it dries out it 
makes it a little easier.  We want to address these problems as they arise and before they be-
come major issues. 

US POSTAL SERVICE INFORMED DELIVERY by Richard Volk 

Many of us have been warned to be vigilant about theft of letters from our mailboxes.  It is important to not 

let mail sit in mailboxes for prolonged periods of time.  The US Postal Service provides a free service that 

will let you know what is arriving in each day’s mail delivery.  It is called Informed Delivery, and you can 

enroll by setting up an account at usps.com.  Every morning you will receive an email containing images of 

letters that are scheduled for delivery.   You can also go to a “dashboard” for information about larger en-

velopes that have been assigned tracking numbers, such as Priority Mail.  While knowing what is arriving 

each day will not prevent theft, Informed Delivery gives you information about important mail that is arriv-

ing, so that you can consider having a friend pick it up and hold it for you. 

One day a letter that was shown in my Informed Delivery email did not arrive.  I was able to print a copy of 
the image and give it to the carrier.  The carrier was able to investigate the missing envelope and it arrived 

a day later. 

Neighbor’s dog creating nuisances or safety concerns? 

For example, the dog’s owner is not picking up the dog’s poop; or letting the dog wander onto 
your property, bark excessively, and/or behave aggressively?  If talking with the owner doesn’t 
help, please contact Animal Control at 360-679-9567. 



3 

A Pile of Poo by Kristi Lovelady 
There are few better companions than our dogs. They give us hours of joy in one furry little life-
time.  While we love them, we can’t say the same for picking up the pile of poo they leave behind 
during long our walks in the neighborhood or when we let them do their business outside.  What 
keeps me carrying around those handy little poop bags from the pet store (or Amazon) are the 
following realities: 
1) Dog poop can take over a year to decompose. Those of us who are tempted to leave it be-

hind often think it will be washed away within days—wrong.  Even after the poo may no long-
er be visible, the eggs from the parasites can linger for years in the soil.  As a former dog 
breeder, I learned that even the healthiest of dogs with current vaccinations can carry para-
sites invisible to the naked eye.   

2) While we are on the topic of “washing away,” did you know that one gram of dog poo can 
contain as many as 23 million fecal coliform bacteria? This is bad stuff. Poo left to decom-
pose washes into our neighborhood storm run-off system and out a pipe that empties onto 
the beach just below the Sierra club house.  Think of how many grams of poo your dog 
leaves behind and those left behind by others in the neighborhood.  It adds up. This highly 
potent run-off can be hazardous to people, pets, and marine life. 

3) Dog poop is NOT lawn fertilizer.  This is another misconception.  Due to their high protein di-
et, dog waste is highly acidic and can actually burn grass and shrubs. 

4) A lawnmower does not chop up poop and make it go away.  It makes it worse by spreading 
the waste around in smaller, less visible pieces for humans and dogs to step in and bring it 
inside the house. 

I’m sure that this article may offend some but if we truly value the companionship that our dogs 

bring us, we should pick up after them as well.  If you have the poo bags, there’s no need to get 

it on your hands.  If you forget a bag while out for a walk, come back with one and pick it up.  Al-

ternatively, knock on a neighbor’s door and ask if they have a spare grocery store or poo bag 

you can borrow.  Your neighbor will likely welcome the request if it means a cleaner neighbor-

hood.  It will surely give you something to chuckle about later.  

Building and Grounds by Linda Rush 
 
Our annual Sierra Clean-Up Day is Saturday, May 5!  Mark your calendars to come out with 
gloves, hand tools and jackets for our neighborhood trash pick-up and weeding effort.  You might 
prefer to spruce up the clubhouse perimeter, or even the beach area.  But wait!  We will also 
have a FireWise workshop and demonstration of brush cutting that you just won't want to miss -- 
If you are able to bring a small ladder and equipment for tree trimming, we can get more folks in-
to action.  So come on out at 10:00 a.m. and enjoy the donuts and coffee/water provided. 
 
Sierra Pool News:  Plan to see the Sierra pool up and running and open on Memorial Day week-
end, Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, May 26, 27, and 28, noon to 6:30.  Further part-time 
schedule to be determined with new attendants.  Official full-time opening is June 16.  
 
The Sierra pool is open to members in good standing and their families.  Good standing means 

that lot dues and water bills are current and there are no unresolved violations.  Members must 

show a current Membership Card.  Guests 6 years of age and older may use the pool when ac-

companied by the sponsoring member for a charge of $2.00 per guest.  

We recently had a delivery of telephone books on top of mail boxes, and many will remain on 
top of the box or on the ground.  Please remember to bring in your book to either use or discard 
and do the same with books left by neighboring mailboxes. 
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Getting Ready for “The Big One,” by Christine Laing 
 
Sierra’s newest committee, Disaster Preparedness, is working to help the community prepare for 
and respond to a disaster caused by a serious earthquake or other natural phenomena. We want 
Sierra residents to be able to respond, not with confusion and panic, but in an educated, pre-
pared way that can potentially save lives and mitigate property damage. If we prepare for “The 
Big One,” a possible magnitude 9 quake from the Cascadia Subduction Zone, we will be 
equipped to deal with other quakes caused by faults under Whidbey Island, and severe storms.  
 
Preparing for a disaster is especially important for Whidbey Island, which could become immedi-
ately isolated if a quake destroys Deception Pass Bridge and our ferry terminals. If Route 20 is 
also damaged, and made unusable, Sierra will become doubly isolated, like an island on an is-
land. 
 
After a disaster on Whidbey, professional help will not be immediately forthcoming. FEMA’s first 
priority will be restoring infrastructure along the I-5 corridor. The Navy will be busy tending to its 
own affairs and is not part of Island County’s Emergency Response Program. The State of 
Washington has emergency response plans, but our island is far from the top of its list. Areas of 
population concentration will be assisted first. Therefore, the Red Cross recommends we prepare 
to be on our own for 30 days or more. Immediately following a disaster, it is the efforts of family 
and neighbors that help the most. 
 
 “Map Your Neighborhood” (MYN) is a grassroots program led by community volunteers that 
teaches neighbors how to prepare themselves and their homes for a disaster, and function as a 
team to help each other in the aftermath. It is an award-winning program, endorsed by FEMA, 
and promoted by Washington State’s Emergency Management Division. We are very excited to 
be bringing it to Sierra. 
 
Please note that participation in Sierra’s MYN program is completely voluntary. Hopefully, when 
you learn more about this program, you will not want to be left out! More news about it will be 
forthcoming this spring and summer. 
 
To learn more, go to Washington State’s site:  https://mil.wa.gov/emergency-management-
division/preparedness/map-your-neighborhood, scroll down the page to see a two minute video 
by Channel 5 News describing the program. For complete information, go to You Tube, where 
you can watch the entire Map Your Neighborhood training series, with its founder Dr. Lu An 
Johnson. 
 
To volunteer or learn more about Sierra’s Disaster Preparedness Committee it, contact chairper-
son, Loran Haworth at: skyloran@hotmail.com. For information about MYN, contact Christine 
Laing at chris.laing@yahoo.com or 360-678-6102. 

Heads-up:   Semi-annual Water System Flushing Water Outage  

April 19 and 26.  Do not use water between 9am-5pm both dates.  Details 

are included in the outage notification letter included in your 1st quarter 

water bill.  

https://mil.wa.gov/emergency-management-division/preparedness/map-your-neighborhood
https://mil.wa.gov/emergency-management-division/preparedness/map-your-neighborhood
mailto:skyloran@hotmail.com
mailto:chris.laing@yahoo.com
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A Technological Upgrade to the Sierra Calling Tree by Kristi Lovelady 
 
The Sierra Calling Tree was formed years ago for the purpose of notifying Sierra property owners 
of community events, water outages, and other information.  It relies on the work of a number of 
volunteers to both manage and place hundreds of calls per event.  While this system has served 
the community well for many years and the Board is thankful for the hard work of Calling Tree 
members, it is apparent that the Calling Tree only operates well given sufficient lead time.  Such 
conditions did not exist in the wake of an unexpected and immediate water emergency shut off in 
Sierra the first week of March.  The Calling Committee could not be mobilized in enough time to 
notify affected homeowners.  Nonetheless, many residents were concerned about the sudden 
lack of water and lack of information. 
 
Many utility providers, schools and fire departments use a mass calling system where an author-
ized computerized message is pushed out electronically within minutes to a large number of 
phone numbers.   Puget Sound Energy recently used a similar system to inform us of an electri-
cal outage on March 7th. 
 
The Board believes that a call multiplier system is a more effective communication tool to convey 
time sensitive messages to the community.  The Board investigated alternatives that 1) would 
help ensure the confidentiality of our residents’ phone numbers, 2) could be activated at any 
time, 3) is cost effective. 
 
On March 21, 2018, the Board voted to move forward with the Call Multiplier System.  Therefore, 
residents and property owners are encouraged to notify the Board of any changes to their phone 
number(s) on or before April 15, 2018.  If you recently changed your contact information, please 
send an email with your new information to the Sierra mail box at 
Sierra.mailbox@gmail.com.  

ARCHITECTURE by Mona Porter 

A quick update on the 2018 builds:  By the time you read this, two of the four homes that are be-
ing built in Sierra should be complete and occupied.  Two others will be completed soon after 
and listed for sale by the contractor.  The owner of the Ft. Ebey property says he should be able 
to begin his project soon. 
 
Those of you who hold undeveloped property may want to consider if you plan to apply for a wa-
ter connection for your lot.  A call for Letters of Interest for the next build cycle will go out some-
time in the third quarter of 2018, via email and snail mail.  That action signals the beginning of 
the 2020 build cycle. 
 
For your information, the board approved a water connection fee for 2020 of $14,080.   The de-
posit will be $5,000.  If you have questions about this process, please refer to the Sierra website: 
sierracountryclub.net  and look under the water tab.  The WAF process is explained and there is 
a timeline which may aid your understanding. 
 
A quick reminder - if you are planning a remodeling project which changes your home’s footprint, 
installing fencing, or adding an outbuilding, garage,  or carport, you must have approval from the 
board before you begin the work.  You should submit a Project Completion Agreement (http://
sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Governing_Documents).  As Architecture Manager, I will take 
your projects specs to the board for approval. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions about the 2020 build or the process for sub-

mitting a project.  My contact information is on the Sierra website.  

mailto:Sierra.mailbox@gmail.com
http://sierracountryclub.net
http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Governing_Documents
http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Governing_Documents
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Fire Wise Report for Spring 2018 
 
Good News!  Our Sierra Fire Wise Program has received a grant of $500.00 to be used to reduce 
our fire damage risk by taking preventive measures. Thanks to Kelsi Mottet, Island County Conser-
vation District Coordinator for suggesting this grant opportunity and to Brenda Dewey, HOA Presi-
dent for writing our application!! 
 
We expect to use our grant dollars to help with dry grass abatement this spring and Summer, and to 
fund our ongoing awareness and prevention workshops and activities.  Currently we plan to contact 
lot owners who have tall dry grass to offer assistance in locating resources to keep grass mowed.  
 
Look at the following agenda for Clean Up Day on May 5th: 
 
May 5th is Sierra’s Annual Clean Up Day. This year we will also offer some Firewise Activities. 
10:00 to 12 noon Clean Up Activities at Club House and our Sierra Grounds   - Thanks to Volun-
teers! 
 
12:00 Noon Grilled Hot Dog Lunch FREE  EVERYONE  WELCOME!! 
 
12:30 Firewise Displays and workshop in Club House 
 
1:30  Firewise Demonstrations   For example, demonstrations on how to trim lower tree limbs and 
watching a tractor /brush hog demonstrate how to clear our “tall grass” lots. 
 
See you all on May 5th !! 
 
Thanks from your Fire Wise Committee 
Lynne Scapple, Fran Hand, Diane McClaine  

FINANCE by Richard Volk 
 
In the recent issues of the Sierra View I have presented year to date financial information.   I am 
continuing this practice by providing condensed information for the period January – February 
2018:  
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New! WiFi Service at Clubhouse by Brenda Dewey 
 
For virtually the same cost as we were paying for phone service alone, we’ve added internet 
service at the clubhouse.  Using your own devices, you can now stay in touch with family and 
friends, utilize web resources for your meetings or events, etc., while you’re at the clubhouse.  
Look for the WiFi logon information posted at the clubhouse.  

Do we have your correct contact information (phone and email)?  This will help ensure we 
can notify you about water outages and other important notices.  Please send any updates to  

sierra.mailbox@gmail.com 

Your Help Needed:  Addressing Fire Hazards & Poison Hemlock 
by Brenda Dewey  
     
 
 
 
 
Did you know that overgrown grass and weeds pose a serious fire hazard, especially during our dry 
season?  In fact, our local fire department advised that the large number of lots in Sierra with tall 
grass and weeds poses one of the greatest risks of wildfire spreading in our neighborhood, and 
strongly recommends that owners take steps to control any such fuel sources.  They warn that if 
any one of the lots caught fire, it would quickly spread to neighboring lots or houses before the fire 
department could arrive and try to control the fire. 

 
Another safety issue is poison hemlock.  Eradication of this noxious weed is required by state and 
county laws because it can be extremely hazardous to humans and animals.   

 
Because of the seriousness of these issues, you are urged to:     
1) Keep your lots and lawns mowed. This will greatly help reduce the fire danger and also help 

control the spread of weeds.  Most lawn-care companies offer large lot mowing services.  Two 
residents in the neighborhood offer mowing services; please contact them for pricing:  Greg 
Hamming, 360-914-0776, and Tony Giammarinaro (Honey-Do Helpers) 253-267-4575.   

2) Spray or remove poison hemlock.  The best method for controlling poison hemlock is spray-
ing it with a broadleaf herbicide such as Crossbow or Round-up.  Mowing is only effective in 
keeping the plant from spreading, and only so if done continuously.  Mowing alone does not kill 
the plant. Clear cutting a lot actually may exacerbate the spread of the plant because of expos-
ing the seed to soil.  Note: Be sure to wear gloves and protective clothing when dealing with any 
noxious weed, especially poison hemlock.   George Rush (360-678-3582) provides poison hem-
lock spraying services.  Contact him for pricing.  Some lawn-care or pest control services may 
provide removal or spraying services. 

 
For more information on these topics: 
 Firewise and reducing your fire risk:  https://www.whidbeycd.org/firewise.html or call the Whid-

bey Island Conservation District at 360-678-4708.  Also, be sure to attend our Wildfire Preven-
tion Day on May 5 (details forthcoming). 

 Noxious weed control: https://www.islandcountywa.gov/Health/DNR/Noxious-Weed/Pages/

Home.aspx  or call the Island County Noxious Weed Control Board at 360-678-7992.  

https://www.whidbeycd.org/firewise.html
https://www.islandcountywa.gov/Health/DNR/Noxious-Weed/Pages/Home.aspx
https://www.islandcountywa.gov/Health/DNR/Noxious-Weed/Pages/Home.aspx

