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President’s Message by Brenda Dewey 

We had a great turnout at the 2019 annual meeting held January 
26.  Thanks very much to everyone who participated. It seemed the 
new format was enjoyed—let us know what you think.  The voting re-
sults include:  Linda Rush was re-elected to the board, and Kathleen 
Wayman was elected as a new board member; the external audit 
waiver passed (89% voted in favor); and the budget ratification 
passed (100% voted in favor).  The annual meeting minutes and 
presentation are posted at: http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/
Annual_Meeting.  The annual finance reports and reserve study are 
posted at:  http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Finance. 

In addition to the Firewise workshop held March 20, we will be hold-
ing a number of events this year.  Two events already planned in-
clude the following—be sure to mark your calendars and stay tuned 
for more details.  All Sierra owners and tenants are welcomed to par-
ticipate. 

Saturday, May 4:  Annual Neighborhood Clean-up,  
Hot Dog & Beer Lunch and Wildfire Prevention Day 

 10:00 AM – Get your coffee and breakfast snacks, then help with 
neighborhood trash pick-up, sprucing up the clubhouse grounds, 
or helping trim back the vegetation at the “roundabout” on San 
Juan Street (which will reduce fuels and the spread of wildfire).  
Everyone who helps will get a free pair of work or gardening 
gloves. 

 11:30 AM - attend a hot dog and beer lunch as our thank you for 
your help. 

Saturday, August 10:  FREE Hands-only CPR/AED 
and Stop the Bleeding Training 

Training is provided for free by Whidbey Health. 

 10:00 AM – Learn or refresh your skills of hands-only CPR and 
using an Automated External Defibrillator (AED). 

 11:00 AM (approx.) – Learn another life-saving skill:  Stop the 
Bleeding. 

http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Annual_Meeting
http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Annual_Meeting
http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Finance
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A question was raised at the annual meeting about what duties our Sierra Property 
Manager performs.  The Sierra board created this position in 2017, and we were very 
fortunate to hire George Rush, formerly the Sierra Caretaker, into the role.  The Prop-
erty Manager performs a wide variety of operational, supervisory, and project man-
agement responsibilities—essentially, many functions that other associations have to 
pay an HOA management company to perform (at a much higher cost). In a nutshell, 
George manages the day-to-day operations for our buildings & grounds, pool, and 

water system, as well as manages special projects. He works closely with King Water and is usual-
ly on-site with them during water system flushing and other major maintenance activities. He hires 
and supervises the caretaker and pool attendants, and oversees the work of contractors.  George 
also serves as a primary contact for Sierra owners and residents for any questions about our build-
ings, grounds, or water system.  He responds to urgent issues like water leaks, and makes sure our 
assets are maintained, and safe and secure.  (Note: For the complete official job description, 
please contact me or the Sierra Secretary).  George is a highly valued member of the Sierra team 
and we are very grateful for his continued dedication and excellent work!  

Our Sierra Property Manager – George Rush by Brenda Dewey  

Suspicious Activity or Altercations Encountered?   

If you see any illegal or suspicious activity in the neighborhood, or you encounter an altercation or 
other threatening situation including aggressive or stray animals, please call 911 (or if it's not an 
emergency, call the Sheriffs' non-emergency number 360-679-9567).   

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS by Don Jaques 

Since my appointment to the position of Building and Grounds Manager back in January, most of 

my attention has focused on getting to know George Rush, who takes care of so much for our 

clubhouse, buildings and grounds.  I’ve been getting a better understanding of how the HOA 

board functions and learning more about what my responsibilities are.  George and I are collect-

ing information about the best ways to improve the failing areas in the clubhouse parking lot, and 

this will be an item the board may take action on in the near future.  As a new resident in Sierra 

I’m grateful for all the people who are so devoted to keeping this neighborhood a great place to 

live!  
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For Your Neighbors’ Grief 
The Sierra Welcome Committee would be willing to send a card from the community to any of our 
neighbors who lose a loved one.  If you know someone in Sierra who has lost a spouse, a parent, a 
child or sibling, contact one of the members of the Welcome Committee and we’ll get a condolence 
card to them. 

WATER REPORT by Glen Kitzmann 

 

Now that spring is here we begin the maintenance of our water system for 2019.  The basin was 

cleaned on March 21.  This was occurring twice a year but we will be increasing that to three times a 

year to help with the filtration of our water.  This cleaning does not require any shutoff of the water 

system so you wouldn’t even notice it unless you drive by the treatment plant and see the work be-

ing done. 

 

The spring flushing of our main water lines takes place twice a year, once in the spring and once in 

the fall.  This does require a water use shutdown.  The spring flushing is scheduled for Thursday 

April 11 and Thursday April 18.  This will occur from 9:00 a.m. until about 5:00 p.m.  Please do not 

use water during these times as it would bring a lot of sediment into your homes water lines.  After 

5:00 p.m. each time, remember to run an outside faucet for a couple minutes to clear any residual 

sediment from the lines. 

 
As noted in the last newsletter our water treatment plant had a lot of work done to it.  One of the ma-
jor things done was to refurbish our water softeners.  Since all the work was completed we have 
worked with King Water to adjust our softness levels.  We are pretty close to having them stabilized 
at this time.  This is something that is continually monitored so if we see a significant rise in those 
levels we will make further adjustments.  

CLUBHOUSE RESERVATIONS by Kathleen Wayman 
 
Spring is here! In addition to blooms and sunshine we can look forward to celebrations. Have an up-
coming birthday party, class or family reunion, wedding or any fun gathering? The clubhouse is 
available to accommodate you. The Sierra Potlucks are held there every month on the last Saturday 
(except November and December). Come to a Potluck and take a look at the clubhouse, if you’ve 
never been, and meet your neighbors. We’re also looking for hosts, something fun and easy to do. 
Go to the Sierra calendar to see the Potluck dates and some of the other activities going on. Join in 
on the exercise group on Monday and Thursday mornings or the Thursday Mahjong group, or start a 
new group of your own. I would be happy to give you a tour and any information you might need. 
Please give me a call at 360-678-2277 to rent the clubhouse.  

Questions about Island County Codes, Animal Regulations? 

A helpful resource for all Island County residents is the library of codes/ordinances.  Sierra abides by 
all Island County codes, including those related to animals and pets (like the leash law, barking nui-
sances, aggressive animals, etc.).   

The main library/index:  https://library.municode.com/wa/island_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?
nodeId=TITVIAN 

Dog License and Control (Chapter 6.08):  https://library.municode.com/wa/island_county/codes/
code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITVIAN_CH6.08DOLICO 

https://library.municode.com/wa/island_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITVIAN
https://library.municode.com/wa/island_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITVIAN
https://library.municode.com/wa/island_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITVIAN_CH6.08DOLICO
https://library.municode.com/wa/island_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITVIAN_CH6.08DOLICO
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Your Cooperation Needed! Poison Hemlock Abatement By Brenda Dewey and Linda 
Rush 

     
Poison hemlock--a highly toxic noxious weed--continues to pose a health and safety issue for the 
Sierra neighborhood and its control is a state and county requirement.  We request all Sierra proper-
ty owners check their properties and address any poison hemlock as soon as possible to help con-
trol its spread. 

 

CAUTION:  All parts of poison hemlock are poisonous.  DO NOT touch the plant without pro-
tective gloves and clothing.  Be sure to keep children and pets away from the plants. 

This weed is tough to get rid of, especially if allowed to flower and seed.  Seeds can remain viable 
for about 10 years.  The plant can spread quickly and widely, including to nearby lots, which creates 
a problem for your neighbors.  So, the earlier the poison hemlock is addressed, the better.  Later 
in the spring and summer, growth will be much more widespread and harder to control.  Some meth-
ods for controlling poison hemlock are listed below.  Please note that for all methods, continued 
monitoring and maintenance are essential to eradicate new growth. 

1. Early and repeated mowing/cutting.  Be sure to mow for the first time before plants have flow-
ered, then keep the area mowed/cut to prevent any new growth. 

2. Spraying with a broadleaf herbicide such as Crossbow.  Multiple applications are usually nec-
essary.  Be sure to follow all safety and application instructions. 

3. Digging/hand-pulling works best when the soil is moist and before the plant has flowered. Dis-
pose of plants properly by bagging them separately from other waste and taking them to Island 
County waste facilities Disposal Transfer Station (free of charge). 

 
As a courtesy, George Rush (360-678-3582) is willing to inspect your property at no cost.  He may 
also be able to provide herbicidal spraying services for a fee.   Some lawn-care or pest control ser-
vices may provide removal or spraying services. 

 
Please visit the Sierra website for more information including a one-page guide to help you identify 
and control poison hemlock:  http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Notices.  Thank you for your co-
operation!  

http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Notices
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The spring water plant flushing is scheduled for Thursday April 11 and 

Thursday April 18.  This will occur from 9:00 a.m. until about 5:00 p.m.  

Please do not use water during these times as it would bring a lot of sedi-

ment into your homes water lines.  After 5:00 p.m. each time, remember to 

run an outside faucet for a couple minutes to clear any residual sediment 

from the lines. 

FINANCE by Richard Volk 

In the recent issues of the Sierra View I have presented year to date financial information.   Here 

are the results for January and February 2019:  

We were able to renew our Washington Federal CD for a 13 month term at a rate of 2.45%.   
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APRIL MAP YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS by Carole Dawes 

If you haven’t heard, Map your Neighborhood* meetings are coming to Sierra in April. You will be 
contacted by your Zone Captain with dates, times and locations. Some of the zones have been 
changed so be sure to check the map below to see what zone you are currently in.   

 

* Map your neighborhood is a state-wide program that empowers neighborhoods to prepare for emergencies 
and disaster situations.     

For more information and/or a list of the zone captains, be sure to check out the Emergency Prep 
page on the Sierra website at:  http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Emergency_Prep.  

Things to remember! 
May 4th is the Sierra Annual Clean-up day and Wildfire Prevention Day 

The Board has moved their meetings to 9am 
Sierra’s community potlucks are the last Saturday each month 

The water plant will be serviced in April 
Observing the speed limit is courteous and the law 

SHRED FEST 
(This is a fund raiser for the Pacific NorthWest Art School) 

 
What:  Shred those documents safely and securely with a certified Shred It truck 
When:  Saturday, April 6th, noon to 2:00 p.m. 
Where:  Pacific NorthWest Art School 
15 N W Birch Street, Coupeville 
How Much:  $5 a bag suggested donation 

http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Emergency_Prep

