
President's Perspective – Linda Rush 

 

As I'm writing this, I think we are undergoing the 5th straight day of 

dangerous air quality with the sun nowhere in sight.  It seems like we 

need to be wearing our masks for more protection from smoke right 

now than against the spread of a virus!  I continue to be amazed at 

the absolute weirdness of this year.  Seems like two steps forward, 

one step back.  Whereas we have taken our Board meetings back to 

the clubhouse, that's about all that's going on there now.  I would like 

to extend kudos to Don Jacques and George Rush for successfully 

operating the pool this summer - we were one of the only pools on the 

Island (in the state? the country? the planet?) to be in operation this 

summer.  The safety system that they put in place was 

commendable.  It strikes me that what I really want to say (again) is 

thank you -- thank you to everyone who keeps on bringing some 

normalcy to a very abnormal time in our lives.  A special shout out is 

due to Barbara Halliday for orchestrating the first - but certainly not 

the last - Sierra 4th of July parade!!  A fun - and safe - time was had 

by all.  I think it brought out the kid in all of us.  Speaking of the kids, 

the Board agreed to allow the Coupeville School District to utilize our 

clubhouse for a WiFi hotspot, so that local kids who don't have 

Internet access at home can come to our parking lot or playground 

and do their school work.   

 

Sierra continues to try to offer a normal sort of welcome to new 

residents into our community. (Fran Hand has done the lion's share of 

visiting from a safe distance.) I can't help but think how it will feel to 

get to meet together again at a potluck or some other community 

event -- I haven't actually laid eyes on so many new faces that are 

among us now.  We've got catching up to do!  Please extend yourself 

to new neighbors if you have them - let them know that we aren't 

usually stand-offish! 
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2022 NEW BUILD CYCLE REMINDER 
Deadline for responding to the 2022 Call for Interest 
letter regarding application  for a residential water 

connection is October 15, 2020. 



Sierra Country Club Annual Membership Meeting 

January 30, 2021 
1:30 pm – Member check-in 

2pm – Meeting  

Deadline for agenda submissions – December 11 
The location and in-person format of the Annual Meeting  

is subject to change based on COVID-19 gathering  

restrictions in place at that time 

President’s Perspective – continued: 

 

Beyond what's currently bizarre, we have our garden-variety sorts of change.  Glen 

Kitzmann continues to pursue the legal and logistic challenges of our new water source 

acquisition.  Sandi Bumpus has reworked our Water Connection Application process (WCA) 

previously known as WAF.  Brenda Dewey has been integral to our switching to Dropbox 

for cloud storage, updating our website and ironing out administrative processes with our 

Secretary and myself, not to mention keeping track of residents coming and going.  Gary 

McIntyre has taken the helm of this year's reserve studies by orienting a new 

provider.  Lynne Scapple and her Firewise team are tailoring our community program, 

taking into account social distancing.   

 

And while I'm at it, I can't not mention the ongoing volunteers that help keep us the great 

community that we are, even in the best of times.  John McClaine keeps on Radio-

Netting.  Pete White keeps on Email-sending and coordinating new construction.  Our 

Board members keep arranging their lives around meeting and communicating (one way or 

another) and making ongoing decisions that impact our community's well-being.  And I have 

to say, Sandi Bumpus's articles in our newsletter have received glowing reviews, and make 

me proud to live in a place with such a colorful history. 

2020 - It always used to 

refer to perfect vision.   

Now it's the year of the  

pandemic, the wildfires, the  

social unrest and a divided  

nation.  But no matter how  

much smoke gets in my eyes,  

when I look around myself in  

2020, I can see pretty clearly  

that I'm lucky to live here in  

Sierra on Whidbey Island.  
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- P R O C L A M A T I O N   - 

 

 
Sierra Country Club Board of Directors Proclaims 

October 2020 
Fire Prevention and Education Month 

 
WHEREAS, Sierra Country Club has been designated as a National 
Fire Prevention Association Firewise USA Community, the first on 
Whidbey Island; and 
 
WHEREAS, Firewise communities provide fire prevention education 
and identify strategies to increase fire ignition resistance and 
mitigate fire threats; and 
 
WHEREAS, Sierra property owners benefit by participating in hazard 
mitigation efforts; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Sierra Country Club Board of Directors recognizes the 
value of enhancing community safety through fire prevention 
activities and education efforts organized and supported by the 
Sierra Firewise Committee; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that October 2020 has been 
designated as Fire Prevention and Education Month within the Sierra 
Country Club community. The following resources are offered and 
activities planned during this month of fire safety education and 
awareness to help make the homes of every resident more fire-safe: 

 Community Wildfire Clean-up Day, October 24, 2020, 10:00 – 
4:00 pm  

o Watch your email for additional details 
 Free fire safety inspections (See Firewise tab on Sierra 

website) 
 Helpful tips and guidance within Sierra’s website and in 

newsletter articles 
 Cost-friendly yard trimming disposal ideas and resources 
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SIERRA FIREWISE ALERT 

- Lynne Scapple 

 

 

 

 

Wildfire prevention needs to be a community activity. It only works if all participate. Creating 

defensible space on your property will help protect yourself and your neighbors as well. 

 

ALERT #1 – In conjunction with October being designated Fire Prevention and Education 

Month by the Sierra board, the Firewise Committee is organizing a Community Fire 

Prevention Clean-Up Day on October 24, 2020, from 10:00am – 4:00pm.  Bring tree 

trimmings and green waste to a conveniently located dumpster that will be provided for this 

purpose.  Watch your email for more details and updates from the Sierra mailbox. 

 

ALERT #2 – Make sure roofs and gutters are free of dead leaves and needles 

 

ALERT #3 – Trim shrubs back from your foundation. Remove or trim bushes within 5 feet of 

your house. 

 

ALERT #4 – If possible, limb up trees so limbs do not touch your home. Bottom limbs need 

to be trimmed to be several feet above the grass. 

 

ALERT #5 – North Whidbey Fire and Rescue is Sierra’s fire district. In order to replace aging 

equipment and infrastructure, they are asking for a 15 cent levy lid lift, which is on the 

November ballot. For more information please see: 

 

 

https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-

benefits/ 

4 

https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/north-whidbey-fire-levy-increase-has-many-benefits/


WATER REPORT - Glen Kitzmann 

 

Our fall system flush will take place Thursday, October 15 th and Thursday, October 22 nd . 

Remember not to use any water between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on those days so that you do 

not pull any dirty water into your house.  After 5:00 p.m. each day you should run water from an 

outside hose for a couple minutes to flush out any remaining sediment from your water line.  This 

flushing takes place twice a year in the spring and fall to help keep our water delivery system 

clean. 

 

Work was completed in August replacing one of our Green Sands filters in the water plant. As you 

recall from the last newsletter, one of the three filters developed a small crack in the fiberglass 

vessel that was not repairable. This filter was replaced with a new fiberglass vessel and new 

media. This is an important part of our water filtration process. 

 

Work has also been completed replacing the feed lines and meters for our two wells. These pipes 

and meters were originally installed when the wells were established in 1968 and 1980. This 

should help with more accurate readings of the water being pulled from the wells along with having 

up to date piping with less chance for leaking. 

We are moving forward with our new water source project. Working with our engineer we have 

obtained bids for surveying the various property lines involved in this project as well as obtaining a 

topographical survey needed for the engineering plan. We have also obtained bids from several 

well drilling companies to drill the first well site.  

 

 

We hope to have the well drilled this fall which will give us 

 information about the water usability for us. We are also  

working on the wetlands study the county has required for 

 the overall project. Once we have more information from  

that study and direction from the county, we should be able 

 to pursue drilling the second well. This is an involved process 

 that will take time, but we are making good progress. 
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FINANCE REPORT  - Richard Volk 

 

In the recent issues of the Sierra View I have presented year to date financial 

information. Here are the results for January – August 2020: 

 Buildings, Grounds  Water    

 Income  and General   Infrastructure  Operation  Total 

 Dues and Late Fees $134,324 $33,000 $167,324

 Water and Late Fees 118,729 $118,729

 Water Hookup Fees 0 $0

 Other Income 3,702 300.00 4,130 $8,132

      Total Income $138,026 $33,300 $122,859 $294,185

 Expenses 

 Operating Exp $28,643 $64,246 $74,867 $167,756

 Administrative Exp 44,381 $44,381

      Total Expense $73,024 $64,246 $74,867 $212,137

 Net Income  $65,002 ($30,946) $47,992 $82,048

 CONDENSED FINANCIAL INFORMATION as of AUGUST 31, 2020

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our dues and water revenue are close to budget, but our interest and clubhouse rental income has 

been less than budget due to COVID.  Our operating expenses so far are less than budget, but we 

will begin spending significant amounts in the 4th quarter to develop two new water sources and for 

additional water piping upgrades.  Because we have built up our reserves over the past several 

years, we will be able to fund the water source project without the need for borrowing or special 

assessments. Our board members will begin developing our 2021 budget next month.   
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS - Don Jaques 

 CLUBHOUSE EMERGENCY EVACUATION GUIDELINES 

 In the event of an earthquake or tsunami warning, it is highly advisable 

 to evacuate the clubhouse as soon as possible and go to safer and 

 higher ground.  This includes getting far away from the building, tall 

 trees, power poles, etc. 

 Sierra Pool  2020 2019 2018 2017 

Total visits 1391 1381 1543 1194 

Days open 80 87 89 96 

Ave. people / 

day 

17.4 15.9 17.3 12.4 

With the passing of Labor Day weekend the Sierra pool has gone into hibernation once again.  

I’d like to thank everyone who swam or brought guests to the pool this summer for your 

willingness to put up with COVID-19 procedures.  To my knowledge we had zero reports of 

anyone discovering they had symptoms of the disease shortly after visiting the pool, which 

points to everyone caring for their neighbors by following the protocol.   

Here are some pool usage stats from the past 4 years, showing COVID-19 did not really 

discourage pool usage this summer. Even though we were open fewer days than last year, we 

had more pool visits.  Special thanks to George Rush, Sierra Property Manager, for his tireless 

efforts hiring and training our pool attendants, overseeing the water chemistry and cleaning 

procedures in and around the pool, and solving problems with equipment and water chemistry 

when they happened.   
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CURIOSITY CORNER  

Islands of the Strait and Narrows 

 ~ Sandi Bumpus 

  

Curiosity may have left the proverbial cat a little less lively, but in most cases, it has served us 

humans well.  In the series of articles that will follow in upcoming newsletters, we’ll explore a 

variety of historical details unique to our little corner of the world.  Island County, and indeed the 

Pacific Northwest in general, is a treasure trove of interesting and otherwise gee-whiz-worthy 

anecdotes and facts.  If you are the curious sort, and not a cat, please read on… 

  

Island County, created in 1853 by the Oregon Territorial Legislature, originally encompassed all 

of Snohomish, Skagit, Whatcom, and San Juan counties.  Today, it is the second smallest county 

by area in Washington state. 

  

There are eight islands that make up the Island County archipelago.  Whidbey Island, named 

Tscha-kole-chy by its original inhabitants, is one we know fairly well, but there are seven sister 

islands within the county, each with its own unique stories, each worthy of a chapter in the annals 

of Washington history. 

  

Camano Island may sometimes be overlooked as it reclines there in Whidbey’s shadow, but 

further exploration highlights many factors that make it special.   In Island County, Camano holds 

the distinction of having had the most names over its documented history.  Called Kal-lut-chin 

(“land that juts into a bay”) by the indigenous Snohomish people, it was renamed during a 1790 

Spanish expedition in honor of explorer Jacinto Caamano.  This expedition was designed to 

establish, “once and for all,” Spain’s rightful ownership of the North American coast.  Possession 

was challenged again and again, however, until in 1791, the Spanish ceded what would soon be 

named Puget Sound to the English.   

 

In 1792, George Vancouver was sent to map the area, but  

entirely missed the island known as Caamano because of a  

stubborn bank of fog that shrouded it.  In 1841, the Wilkes  

scientific expedition “rediscovered” the island and named it  

McDonough Island after a hero of the War of 1812.  By 1847,  

the verdant land east of Whidbey and west of the mainland  

again had its Spanish moniker restored, although it was  

anglicized to “Camano.”  Not one to keep a name for more  

than a decade or so, in an 1855 treaty, then Governor of the 

Washington Territory referred to Camano as Perry Island,         Smith Island Lighthouse, circa 1865 

much to the consternation of cartographers and navigators  

alike.  Someone, somewhere finally landed on Camano again, until the turn of the 19th century 

brought a flurry of logging to the Pacific Northwest.  Loggers like Peg Leg Anderson, who built the 

historic Camano Mabana Schoolhouse from his own lumber, began calling it Crow Island, a 

nickname which stuck until the middle of the 20th century. 
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While Camano was suffering through its century-long identity crisis, the “flat top” island to our 

northwest was enduring its own.  What today we call Smith Island, was named Isla de Bonilla by 

Spanish explorers, renamed to Smith by fur traders from the Hudson’s Bay Company, and during the 

20th century, was nicknamed Battleship Island.  At its 1858 population zenith, it was home to a 200-

foot light-house tower, a light keeper’s house, a blockhouse, and several outbuildings.  While it 

withstood the ravages of wind and water for nearly 100 years, bluff erosion caused the lighthouse to 

be abandoned in the 1950s, and in 1998, the last of the lighthouse fell unceremoniously into the sea.  

Today the island is used by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for 

weather observation, and by the Coast Guard that maintains a navigation light on a skeletal tower.   

Of the many small islands that stand sentinel around Deception Pass, those within Island County 

include Deception Island and its glacial cousin, Pass Island, which serves as the landing pad for the 

north end of the Deception Pass Bridge from Whidbey, and the connection over Canoe Pass to 

Fidalgo Island.  Pass Island is known as a hiker’s haven, with the Pass Trail Loop taking center stage 

in any quest for must-have experiences.  The most infamous of the islands within Deception Pass 

State Park is Ben Ure Island, near Cornet Bay.  With an odd name and a swashbuckling past, it is 

allegedly named for the 1800s era “pirate” who smuggled rum and immigrants from China and called 

the little speck of land with the big views his home.  Today, you can paddle over and rent a State 

Park cabin for the night.  Strawberry Island, east of Deception Pass, was originally called Hautboy 

Island because of a particular kind of wild strawberry found there during the Wilkes expedition.  It 

was briefly known as Loon Island after Wilkes and company had departed, but later reverted to 

Strawberry. 

    Baby Island Resort, circa 1950 

On the south end of Whidbey Island within Saratoga  

Passage is Baby Island, which today appears as not  

much more than a spit of sand and scrub, barely  

visible at high tide.  In the 1920s, however, it was home 

to The Baby Island Resort, a fishing lodge and  

sometime casino that became a not-so-secret  

speakeasy during Prohibition.  Its scant one acre not  

only sported the multipurpose “lodge,” but also several  

private cabins that served as summer homes to fishermen  

and hunters.  As erosion continued to eat away at the island,  

the resort was dismantled, and most of the cabins were painstakingly moved to a shoreline 

community on Whidbey called Baby Island Heights, then home to future entrepreneur, Eddie Bauer 

and other would-be Seattle notables.  Sadly, for those who didn’t heed the warnings, a massive 

storm in the mid-1970s erased most of the remaining evidence of human habitation.  During times of 

minus low tide, a pilgrimage of locals can sometimes be seen walking through the exposed eelgrass 

from Whidbey to Baby.  There, they forage for clams near the remnants of a log breakwater early 

residents erected in a futile effort to tame Mother Nature.   

 

Our own island never ceases to be a source of inspiration.  With its distinct culture, micro-climates, 

recreational opportunities, and a rich history, there is never an excuse to be bored here.  It is, 

however, a comfort to those curious among us to know she has seven sisters just waiting to share 

their secrets. 
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