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President’s Message by Sandi Bumpus

Summer appears to be upon us here in Sierra as evidenced by patio furniture
hauled onto decks, weed whackers whirring, the browning of lawns, and

spotted fawns in abundance. It also appears that Whidbey has shed its past year of
solitude and is welcoming visitors to experience its magic again. Crawling across the
Deception Pass Bridge on the weekend might be just one clue.

Mark your Calendars!
Plans are in the works for the following
events, so mark your calendars and stay
tuned for more details.

• July 4th – 1pm parade and ice cream
social finale

• July 10th – Ragnar race comes to
Sierra

See the Notices & Events webpage for
details and about other upcoming events.
Contact us if you’d like to get involved!

Introducing Mark Lucero – Sierra’s New 
Property Manager

“I am a 22 year resident of Whidbey Island and have lived in Sierra since 2008. My
wife Sandy and I designed and managed the construction of our home here. After High
School I served in the Army National Guard for 6 years working as an avionics
mechanic. My undergraduate degree is in Religion and Philosophy. I also have a
Masters in Counseling and a mostly completed PhD in Counseling Psychology from
The University of Utah. I owned my own custom cabinetry business, Whidbey Island
Woodworks for 12 years doing custom kitchen and bath remodels. Six years ago I
started a counseling practice in Coupeville where I specialize in grief and loss
counseling and navigating major life transitions. I have been a volunteer with the
Whidbey Health Hospice team for the past 5 years. I am also an artist. I paint with
acrylics on carved wooden panels and have shown my work in numerous galleries and
shows on Whidbey Island. In leisure time, I love to read, spend time in nature hiking
local trails, or paddle my kayak. I love classic cars and have owned a wide variety of
fun and interesting cars over the years. Sandy and I LOVE to travel and have visited
thirty countries so far and have a goal of seeing at least 50 countries. Slovenia is our
favorite so far. In 2018 I hiked 200 miles through northern Portugal and Spain on the
Camino de Santiago de Compostela pilgrimage. I am delighted to be serving the
Sierra community as the Property Manager.”

We are very pleased to introduce our new Property Manager, Mark 
Lucero.  Mark has jumped right into assuming the myriad of duties 
for the role.  Following is a little about Mark in his own words:

Sierra’s activities have begun to
resume, including a June 12 pool
grand opening potluck where we took
the opportunity to say farewell to
George and Linda Rush, a couple who
have created a lasting legacy within
Sierra (more on the Rushes later…). I
am always reminded during these
events what inspired us to choose
Sierra as our home. Enjoy the
summer, your friends, family, and fur
babies, and we’ll see you in the
neighborhood.



2

Don’t let your payments get delayed!
To ensure prompt processing of your Sierra water bill
and other payments, and to avoid late fees and/or
interest, please use the following address for sending
your payments, including from your bank’s bill pay:

Sierra Country Club
PO Box 915, Coupeville, WA 98239

Once a bank issues a check, it can take a week or more
to be delivered, so be sure to have the payment issued
in plenty of time before the deadline. Any questions
about your bills can be directed to our billing agent,
King Water, at 360-678-5336.

Finance Report by Richard Volk

Here are Sierra’s income and expenses
for January through May, 2021. I have
modified the previous format to reflect
Water Income and Expenses excluding
costs for our new well. This shows net
income from water operations, followed by
new well expenses and total net income
(loss). The data show that we had YTD
net income of $27,832 from water
operations before deducting the $113,814
YTD well expenses.

Sierra’s Annual Financial Review
The annual Sierra financial review was held on
June 23. Many thanks to the members who
volunteered to participate: Larry and Cherryl
Carlson, Kathy Ericksen, Larry Rose, and Ned
Smith. Also, special thanks to Gary McIntyre
who covered the very important topic of our
reserve studies. Sierra’s financial reports and
processes were reviewed with the participants.
Look for a summary of the review which will be
posted on the Sierra Finance & Dues webpage.

The close of April brought the final building plan approvals for our 2022 new builds.
These new owners will be working on building permits and breaking ground in 2022! As
a reminder, the Sierra Call for Interest process for water connection approval takes place
every other year and you must submit a new request each cycle. Your previous request
does not continue to the next build cycle. If you ever have any questions on Sierra’s
Water Connection Approval process, you may contact me any time. That is all for now.
Let the sunshine in and let summer begin!

Reminder - Fireworks Prohibited in Sierra

Please remember - the use of fireworks, including consumer grade fireworks, is
banned at all times within the Sierra Country Club community. An Independence
Day celebration is planned in Oak Harbor at Windjammer Park, with plans for a
fireworks display at approximately 9:30 pm.

If fireworks are used by residents within Sierra, board members and staff are not trained or
equipped, nor is it safe for them, to confront these situations as they are occurring, so please make
note of the address and the violators, if known, and use the covenants enforcement email to report
this activity for follow up.

If residents or visitors are using illegal fireworks or violating other Washington State laws, please
call the Island County Sheriff’s Office at (360) 679-7310, or 9-1-1 if the incident is an emergency.

Architecture Report by Miranda Silverthorn
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Water Report by Glen Kitzmann

As we enter our dry season it is a good time for everyone
to help watch for possible leaks in our water system.  
If you are out for a walk or driving in the neighborhood 
and notice wet spots on the road or water running in a 
ditch, please let us know by emailing the Sierra email box
(sierra.mailbox@gmail.com) or calling Mark Lucero 
or me so we can check it out.  

In early June we had the basin cleaned.  The basin is one 
part of our water treatment process.  It is used as a settling 
tank to help remove several minerals from the raw well 
water before the water goes through the filters and water 
softeners and then into the reservoir for distribution.  We have been cleaning the basin three times a year to 
remove the dirty sediment it takes out of the water.  The photos show the basin and the dirty water being 
pumped out of the bottom of the basin during this last cleaning.  

We have also found that the liner in the basin is bubbling up and tearing away from the concrete. We located a
company that specializes in repairing and replacing these liners. They examined our basin and have told us
that the liner cannot be repaired or replaced. They said that there is too much water seeping through the
cement to be able to complete any repairs that would last and said it would be much more financially smart to
look at replacement options. This basin, which was the original reservoir for Sierra, was built in 1968, so it has
served the community for a long time. We will work with our engineering firm to see what options we have.

In addition to the ongoing maintenance to our water system we have several projects in the works. As
previously reported, we have about ten main valves in our distribution system that are not functioning properly.
Because of this, we often have to shut water off to the entire neighborhood instead of a more isolated area when
repair work is needed. To start this replacement project, we have contracted to have three of these main valves
replaced at the intersection of La Fiesta and El Mar. As soon as the contractor can schedule this work, we will
have it done. We are also looking to replace several valves at San Juan and Ft Ebey at the same time we
replace an old section of cast iron water main on Ft Ebey between San Juan and Balboa. We hope to get this
done later this year. When these projects take place, it will require water shut-offs. We will notify you
beforehand using the Sierra email and our automated calling system. It is important that you keep Sierra HOA
up to date with your most current email address and contact telephone numbers so you get these and any other
important notifications.

In mid-April and early May our two new wells
were drilled. We were successful at locating
water at both sites. The estimated production
from both wells is promising. The water testing
showed minerals etc., in the water that will
require treatment similar to what we currently
do to our water. This is a positive step in our
endeavor to add additional water sources to
our system. The next step will be finalizing the
easements with the property owners and filing
them with the county. Then the engineering
plan will be completed to lay out what will be
needed to connect the new wells to our system
for use. The photos show the well drilling and
water flowing from one of the wells during
testing. It may be several years until the new
wells are connected to our system,
but we are moving in the right direction.

Finding Water in an Emergency

Check out the latest Fact Sheet about 
emergency water sources prepared by the WA 
State Department of Health.  It and other useful 
information are posted on the Sierra Emergency 
Prep webpage.
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Did you ever wonder how to squeeze 25 hours out of a 24-hour day? If so, take a lesson from George and
Linda Rush, who have personified the term “multi-tasking” throughout a lifetime of family, career, and community
service. As a need to be closer to family brings a close to their time on Whidbey Island, this short tribute offers
just a peek into lives of dedication and service.

HER STORY
Linda was born into a Navy family in the sunshine state of Florida. After her father left a career in military
service, he became a petroleum geologist, identifying likely deposits of oil and gas in sometimes unlikely places.
This meant frequent moves to towns like Hobbs, New Mexico; Midland, Texas; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; and
even a stint in Guatemala when Linda was 10 years old.

A Life of Service...Service for Life by Sandi Bumpus

Hobbs, New Mexico oil fields

She credits competitive swimming and a high school algebra teacher with
helping her to realize her potential and assisting her to graduate at the top of her
class. Linda continued in scholarly pursuits after high school, obtaining a BS
from Texas Tech University in Lubbock, and a Masters Degree in Behavioral
Health and Psychology from the University of North Texas in Denton, as well as
a second Masters Degree in Divinity.

Linda’s career has been primarily focused on non-profit work, including community mental health, faith-based
organizations, Habitat for Humanity, and senior care, to name just a few. Linda’s volunteer positions on Whidbey
have included church treasurer, homeless advocate, COVID frontline worker support, and of course, her many
years of service on Sierra Country Club’s Board of Directors in a multitude of roles.

“fixer,” set in motion George’s career path and passion to repurpose and fix things
instead of creating more landfills. After graduating from high school in Woodland
Hills, California, George married and started a family. A fortuitous move to
Bremerton, Washington opened the door to an apprenticeship at the Puget Sound
Naval Shipyard in 1972 where he worked as a welder, trainer, inspector, and
auditor until his retirement in 2004. (Retirement #1).

Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, circa 1972

THEIR STORY
Finding themselves single near the end of the last millennium, George and
Linda met at their church, love blossomed, and they married in 2001. After
“Retirement #1,” the newlyweds moved to Eastern Washington where George
served as the plumber for Holden Village, a remote retreat center in the
Cascades, until “Retirement #2.” At that time, he joined the firm of Jake’s
Plumbing in Ellensburg, where the only “Jake” happened to be the owner’s dog.
Somehow during these years, George managed to remodel his own home,
complete a western states motorcycle trip, and build four houses in Ellensburg
for Habitat for Humanity, as well as three more in Mexico. Not feeling like he’d

Sierra Pool, or “George’s Mistress”, 
according to Linda

padded his resume well enough, however, George then worked as an apartment manager, a locksmith, and as a
midnight-shift truck driver picking up newly-harvested peas from pitch-black fields lit by “Star Wars-like” light
stands. “Retirement #3” (or is it 4 or 5??) brought the Rushes to Whidbey Island, where George continued
working through retired life, including owning his own mobile welding business, and six years as Sierra’s Property
Manager.

During all of the preceding years of work and service, the Rushes raised eight children between them; four
daughters, two sons, an adopted son, and a foster son. They are also the proud grandparents of thirteen,
including one great grandchild.

HIS STORY
George started life in Baltimore, Maryland, but became a So Cal kid at age 3 when the family relocated.  George 
believes his childhood years, much of which were spent in the garage with his grandfather, a welder, builder, and 



Zone Captain Needed – Ebey South

The key to the success of the Sierra Emergency Preparedness Program is
our 13 great Zone Captains. We are currently looking for someone to act
as Zone Captain for the Ebey South Zone (see map). Each Zone Captain
is issued an emergency walkie-talkie, a reflective vest, and a notebook of
pertinent information. Zone Captains attend several meetings a year,
ensure that their Zone information is up-to-date, and participate in an
annual Sierra Emergency Preparedness drill (usually in the fall). If you are
interested in hearing more about this community volunteer position, please
call Kristi Lovelady, Emergency Team Lead, at 360-914-4342.
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Buildings & Grounds by Don Jaques

It’s summer and the pool is open again! I’m so thankful for all the efforts George Rush and Mark Lucero
(outgoing and incoming property manager) put in to get everything ready for the warmer weather. We have 3
excellent pool attendants who will serve our community by ensuring everyone is safe and that only Sierra
residents and their guests use the pool. Although we will miss George after his years of service, Mark is already
picking up right where George left off overseeing the management of the pool, clubhouse, and grounds.

In case you missed it, our occupancy at the pool area has been expanded to 50 people (18 max in the pool)
due to current COVID guidelines from the state of WA. This means it is unlikely we will have to turn anyone
away or make them wait for a spot like occasionally happened in the summer of 2020.

NEW STORY
George and Linda will now be looking after family in Colorado, but both plan to 
make time to enjoy more leisure activities; book clubs, motorcycle trips, and RV 
travel through these great United States.  Sounds like a well-deserved 
“retirement.” 

George and Linda’s legacy of community service has inspired many in our
community to find their own ways to serve. Their favorite quote, written by
Theodore Roosevelt in 1913, very aptly sums up the Rush’s philosophy of
service: “Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.”

I believe I speak on behalf of the entire Sierra community when I say thank you, 
George and Linda, for your service, your example, and your friendship.

Building & Grounds Director, Don Jaques, 
honors the Rushes at a potluck on June 12, 2021

A Life of Service...Service for Life (continued)

Scotch Broom and Other Invasive Species
We’ve talked a lot about the poison hemlock issue in the neighborhood, and appreciate everyone’s efforts in trying to
control that highly toxic plant. Did you also know that Sierra and much of Island County continue to have issues with
other invasive or noxious weeds including Scotch Broom and Canada or Bull Thistle? These noxious weeds can be
highly destructive and displace native vegetation—all of which can have negative impacts in many ways.

Read about how serious the
Scotch Broom issue is on 
Whidbey

See helpful information about 
other noxious weeds and what 
you can do to control them on the
Island County Noxious Weed 
Control Board website.


